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WINTER HAVEN – Two Clewiston men are behind bars this morning after they used a backhoe to steal a bank ATM
overnight.
Fifty-four year-old Francisco Hernandez (DOB 1-29-61, 1808 Matthew Loop, Clewiston, FL) and 50 year-old Jesus
Antonio Sanchez Sanchez (DOB 10—28-64, 1806 Matthew Loop, Clewiston, FL) were taken into custody after they stole
a backhoe from a nearby construction site to tear down the structure housing the ATM. They succeeded in retrieving the
ATM, but were caught a short time later as they were attempting to head back to Clewiston. The events unfolded like this:
On 7-10-15 at approximately 11:44 p.m., an alarm sounded at the CenterState Bank on Lucerne Park Rd. (7722 Lucerne
Park Rd.) in Winter Haven. Winter Haven officers quickly responded to find the building that houses the ATM machine
completely demolished. Upon seeing that the machine was not at the location, a BOLO (Be On The Lookout) was
immediately sent out over the radio for units to look for a larger vehicle in the area of Hwy 27 that has an ATM in the bed.
Shortly after the BOLO was issued, a Polk County Sheriff’s deputy traveling along Hwy 27 saw a Ford F-250 near Hwy 27
and Dundee road that looked suspicious. The deputy made a lawful traffic stop and has he approached the vehicle, he
saw an ATM in the bed of the truck. Sanchez and Hernandez stated that they had been out getting scrap metal, but
couldn’t remember where they got the items in the bed of the truck.
Officers back at the scene of the destruction were able to find that the backhoe had been taken from a nearby
construction site on the southwest corner of Hwy 27 and Lucerne Park Rd. The backhoe was driven through a field to the
bank where they used the backhoe to destroy the building and detach the ATM. Sanchez and Hernandez were able to
load the ATM into the bed of the Ford F-250 and drive off, heading south on Hwy 27 when they were spotted at Hwy 27
and Dundee Rd.
Both Sanchez and Hernandez were taken into custody and booked into the Polk County Jail for Grand Theft-Use of Motor
Vehicle-Property Damage (F-1). Hernandez also had a warrant for his arrest from Hendry County for Violation of
Probation. Sanchez was on probation for Grand Theft over $20,000 as well. This incident also violated his probation.
A bank representative who responded to the incident stated that the ATM did not appear to have been opened.
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