
through the years has been with children and young
people and they have worked on this project through
the Grand Lodge of the state.

The Knights of Pythias is still a good lodge in
the Villa. Doyle Kennedy, who got us the history of
this group, says he joined the organization in Pal-
atka in 1908 before he came to Winter Haven. In
1917 he came here to live and in January of that
year joined the group here and has been a life mem-
ber.

CHAPTER 138

The Villa Police

Winter Haven Police Force includes four men who
serve the Florence Villa area and plans for a fifth
next year. All are dedicated servants of the law.

Joel Wilburn has the longest years of service,
having been first hired in August of 1954.

Joel's father, Rufus Wilburn, came here from
Georgia in 1914. He was a minister and served
Williams Temple CME Church but also worked for
the Villa Hotel. He married Amanda Young,born in
Bartow, and Joel was born here in 1918. He attended
the Jewett Schools from which he graduated, and
served in WWII in the South Pacific, Upon return-
ing here he worked for Mrs. Frank Howard, who was
busy on her book "Before the Sun Goes Down,"
Following this he joined the police department.

In 1947 Joel married Gertie Cunningham, daughter
of J. W. Cunningham, and they have two daughters,
both of whom finished college. They are the girls
J. W. Cunnngham says keeps him young. Elizabeth
teaches in her college of Hampton, Va., as assistant
professor of speech, and Patricia is assistant manager
in the Medical Department in Washington, D. C.

Joel is a member of the American Legion, Samson
Lodge #142 of the Masons, was president of the P. T.
A. for five years, and is a member of the Board of
Directors of the Citrus Center Boys' Club. He served
his church, Williams Temple CME, as chairman of
the building committee when they erected their new
structure, is a class leader and chairman of the
over-all planning board of the church. Mrs. Wilburn
teaches school.

In 1965 Willie T. Richardson, known as "Big T,",
was hired for the Villa Force. His rank is patrolman.
He was born in Lake Wales in 1944 and is a graduate
of Lake Wales High School. He and his wife, Barbara,
have two children.

James Tugerson, known as "School boy" is a
sergeant on the Police Force, and has served the
Villa since December 1969. He was born here in
1923 and has over three years in the army as a
Military Police. He graduated from Jewett HighSchool
and he and his wife, Ora, have six children,

Gay William Henry was also hired for the Villa in
1969. His rank is patrolman. He was born in Winter
Haven in 1945 and graduated from Jewett High School.
He served two years in the army. His wife, Eunice,
is an operator for General Telephone Co.

CHAPTER 139

More Interesting People

Research concerning the oldest citizens of the area
has been difficult because so many of them passed
away but we have discovered facts about'some of
them.

John and Agnes Bennefield lived here many years
but both are gone now. Mr. Bennefield worked for
John A, Snively and was a very quiet, retiring man.
Mrs. Bennefield was a member of First Baptist
Church and was very active in it. She was a member
of the Daughters of the Elks and of The Colanthees,
the womens auxiliary of the Knights of Pythias.
The Bennefields have two daughters but both live
away from here and we could not locate them.

John H. Franklin, known to his many friends here
as "Bubba", is one of the oldest citizens now living
as he was born in November 1891 and came here from
Tallahassee in 1913. He had an uncle working in the
phosphate mines who advised him to come here but
he liked Winter Haven better. At first he worked for
Dan Larramore at the Villa Hotel but went to the

M, Tildens to cook and helped them raise their
children as he lived on the place.

In 1922 he married Rochells Calhoun who lived on
Dr. Ross' Grove. Both were members of Hurst
Chapel AME Church and John helped found it, started
its Sunday School, the League and the choir. The
Franklins have four children, three boys and a girl.
Despite his almost 80 years he walks from two to
four miles every day.

Mr. Franklin remembered George Green as being
a very fine cook, a member of Williams Temple
C.M.E. Church and a great worker in it as well as
always being willing to help in any civic undertaking.
He had two boys but neither live here. He told us
that an old citizen by the name of McKinley Smith,
worked for the Boyd Ice Plant, was a member of
Hurst Chapel AME Church and was interested in
photography.

Bertha Whitten Gamble, living in Lake Alfred
today, has told us about her parents, Curtis and Marie
Whitten, who came here in 1895 after the big freeze
because her father worked for Perin & Thompson
in Citra, Fla,, and they wanted him to come down here
and take care of their property. Mrs. Whitten worked
at the Florence Villa Hotel. The Whittens had no
children of their own so they adopted Bertha. They
also raised a sister's child, Edna Jones,

Another older citizen is Eddie Nelson who is almost
75 now but looks about fifty. He came to the Villa in
1925 from Tampa where he was working for Tampa
Electric, He came here to visit and decided to stay,
working for Snively's Groves for a while, but has
worked the past 35 years for W. W. Giddings,

In 1928 he married Annie Mae Hamilton and they
have one girl who lives in Lake Wales and four great-
grandchildren, Both Eddie and his wife are members
of Hurst Chapel.

Nathan Whitten, a nephew of Curtis Whitten and
his wife, came here in 1923 from Sarasota but lived
in Monticello until he was 13 years old. He married
Zora Brown at 18 years of age. He worked as a grove
caretaker for a while but went with the Haven Hotel
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