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nization and direction by the city
police department.

In a Friday report to commis-
sioners, Martin said the depart-
ment has taken over PA. opera-
tions, using the $10,000 in city
funds to “keep the doors open” at
the Avenue R facility.

The program is serving “an av-
erage of 20 children and adults
daily, with 30 children on the
weekends,” the report said. “The
participants are learning about

boxing and weight training,
sportsmanship and fair play.”

“Due to lack of equipment, oth-
er needed programs have not yet
been implemented,” the chief’s
report said.

When the local program is
chartered by state and national
PAL organizations, it will be eli-
gible for a $2,000 grant from the
Florida PAL organization, Mar-
tin said. . i ,

Under the proposed incorpora-
tion of the Winter Haven PAL,
the city’s mayor, police chief and
leisure services department di-
rector will serve among its six
founders.




